Book Reviews by Mrs. Henry 

Latkes and Applesauce, A Hanukkah Story, by Fran Manushkin


This is a delightful story of a family’s kindness and treasures in the midst of hardship. A brother and sister “adopt” a weary kitten and a hungry dog who happen to wander to their house in the midst of a winter storm.  As Hanukkah is upon them, the family graciously shares what little food they have with the hungry arrivals.


Surprising events take place throughout the eight days of Hanukkah.  The story concludes with everyone being thankful for what they have.


This story may be short, but it has a message that can apply to all ages.

The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree, by Gloria Houston


This is a memorable Christmas story set in the (1940s) Appalachian Mountains.


One spring, early in the story, Ruthie and her father venture up on the high, rocky craigs to mark the perfect balsam Christmas tree to be given to the village church later that year.  That summer, Ruthie’s father is called to serve in the Great War.  When Christmastime arrives and Ruthie’s father is not home from the War, the preacher offers to allow another family to supply that year’s Christmas tree.  Ruthie’s mother will not hear of it.  One moonlit night, Ruthie and her mother venture up on the high, rocky craigs again to locate the tree that Ruthie and her father had selected earlier that year.


Ruthie and her mother make some sacrifices that year while caring for their own needs in the Appalachian Mountains.  Those sacrifices turn out to be only gestures of giving.  Their kind gestures serve to create happiness for themselves and others during this special time of year.


This story is a retelling of the story that the author used to hear from her own grandmother and mother while growing up in the Appalachian Mountains of North Carolina.  Lovely acrylic paintings, by Barbara Cooney, illustrate this heartwarming story of Christmas.

Squanto, Friend of the Pilgrims, by Clyde Robert Bulla


This captivating biography traces Squanto’s encounters with Europeans from his first introduction to a new culture in 1605, through his many adventures and misadventures, until he meets the Pilgrims at Plymouth in the 1620s and ultimately helps them survive their first few years in the New World - culminating in a celebration we call Thanksgiving.


This biography is full of adventure.  In chapter one, Squanto is enthralled by the prospect of meeting and learning from the Europeans, so excited and open to adventure that Squanto leaves his tribe to travel with the Europeans.  The author brings to life Squanto’s long stays in Europe, often against his will, as well as the people who help and hinder Squanto along the way.


Throughout much of the book, Squanto is trying to return to his home and the Patuxet tribe.  The end of Squanto’s journey proves to be quite unexpected to Squanto as it might also be to the reader!

Guests, by Michael Dorris (an ALA Notable Children’s Book)


Guests is a tale of individual growth, acceptance of others and giving thanks.  The story is set in the early beginnings of our country.  It fits very nicely into the social studies curriculum of intermediate grade students.  The messages in Guests also corresponds nicely with the character traits we promote in Character Education programs. 


A young Native American boy and girl venture (run away) into the forest for different reasons.  They end up meeting and helping each other value who they are, return to their families and look towards the future with hope.


At this time of year, the time of thanks giving, it is a particularly poignant tale of people from different cultures coming together, out of a sense of responsibility, rather than openness, to eventually realize that all people are more alike than different.  Yet, each person is unique and offers a special gift of being to all.  

