Six Plus One Traits of Writing

Teaching Voice using Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by: Kevin Henkes 

Reading Objective:  Students will identify the characters feelings and actions in the story. They will also identify the words the author uses to convey those feelings.

Writing Objective: Students will write about their own feelings and the experience that led them to feel that way.

Pre-Reading: Discuss the cover and ask students to tell how they think the main character Lilly is feeling based on the picture.  

Reading: Read the story making sure to stop along the way and discuss the various feelings and emotions Lilly goes through during the story. Discuss the events that cause Lilly to feel the way she does. Also, discuss the words the author uses to tell the reader how the characters are feeling.

Pre-Writing:  Create a chart and list various feelings, sad, happy, angry, furious, scared etc. on it.  You can also have already made up pictures and have the students tell you the feeling that goes along with the picture, sad face – sad etc.

Writing: Students will draw a picture of a feeling/emotion and write a sentence to tell about an experience when they had that feeling. Explain that they should use a feeling word like Kevin Henkes did so that the reader knows exactly how they are feeling.

